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MADHVACHARYA 


A VAST NUMBER OF DEVOTEES HAD GATHERED AT THE ANCIENT TEMPLE OF 
ANANTESHWARA IN UDUPI FOR THE ANNUAL FESTIVAL. SUDDENLY — 


LOOK! HE’S HE SEEMS 
CLIMBING THE TO BE 
DHWAUASTAM- 2 POSSESSED, 


Kalk y 
TAKA ‘fi FLAGPOST IN FRONT OF A TEMPLE 
1 


* 4 COASTAL TOWN OF KARNA 


amar chitra katha 


LORD VAYU, THE SON 
OF VISHNU, IS GOING 
TO BE BORN IN OUR 
MIDST VERY SOON 
FOR THE REVIVAL OF 
THE VEDIC 
DHARMA. 


ONE OF THE DEVOTEES, NAKAYANA BHAT, TALKED ENTHUS{AST/CALLY TO MIS WIFE 
AS THEY RETURNED 7O THE/R WLLAGE, PAJAKAKSHETRA % hull F 


THERE 1S SO MUCH CONFUSION Wim 
REGARDING WHAT CONSTITUTES jt 
THE VEDIC DHARMA. 
ONLY LORD VAYU WILL BE 
ABLE TO SHOW US THE 
RIGHT PATH. 


MUST BE THE 
FAMILY IN WHICH 
THE LORD |S 
GOING TO BE 


LATER, WHEN A SON WAS BORN 70 THEM, ON THE AUSPICIOUS DAY OF DASSERA 
IN THE YEAR 1238 A.D.,4/77LE DID THEY REAL/SE THAT THEY WERE THE CHOSEN 
FAMILY. ON THE TWELFTH DAY, THE BABY’S NAMING CEREMONY WAS HELD AND HE 


WAS G/VEN 
THE NAME 
VAASUDEVA 


* NEAR UDUP/ 


MADHVACHARYA 


ONCE WHEN VAASUDEVA WAS BARELY WAIT HERE.|°LL GO 
THREE YEARS OLD— OUT AND LOOK 
FOR HIM. _~ 


VAASUDEVA-A-A 


ft 


HE WALKED AS FA, 
OF THE TODDLER, 


WHAT SHALL 
| DO? WHERE 
» SHALL | LOOK 


© LORD, 
YOU MUST HELP 
ME FIND MY 


amar chitra katha 


AS HE RUSHED INTO THE TEMPLE | 


VAASUDEVA ! 
HOW DID YOU GET 
HERE ? WHO 
BROUGHT YOU 


THE LORD 
HIMSELF, FATHER, HE 
TOOK ME BY THE 
HAND AND BROUGHT 

ME ALL THE WAY 


NARAYANA BHAT D/D NOT TAKE HIM 


SERIOUSLY, SHALL WE 
[ ae cP 


GO HOME 


ON ANOTHER OCCASION, TWO YEARS LATER, HIS MOTHER TOOK HIM TOA RELIG/OU 


DISCOURSE: « VAASUDEIA SAT LISTENING, /NTENTLY, SUDDENLY — 


EXCUSE ME, SIR. | 
DON’T THINK 

THAT 1S WHAT WAS 
MEANT. © 


Q AND. HE GAVE THE CORRECT INTERPRETATION. 


4 


MADHVACHARYA 


MY CHILD, YOUR LOVE OF 
TRUTH AND YOUR COUR- 
AGE TO STAND UP FOR 
IT MARK YOU OUT 
AS A GREAT SOUL. 


HE LOOKS 
WORRIED. | 
WONDER WHATS 
TROUBLING HIM. 
WAIT ANY LONGER. 
| MUST GIVE HIM 
THE MONEY TODAY. 
SOMEHOW! 
ANYHOW ! 


THAT AFTERNOON — VAASUDEVA, PLEASE 
) TELL YOUR FATHER, 


YES: INCH 
Kanee! | m LUNCH 1S sala 


Sa ae HE STILL 


\)\ 
o-. 


amar chitra katha 


AS VAASUDEVA CAME OUT, HE SAW A MAN.| | THE MAN WAS NONE OTHER THAN — 
KAKRA SHETTY. 


OH! PLEASE 
WAIT. |?LL 

BRING YOU 
THE MONEY. 


YOUR 
FATHER OWES 
ME MONEY. | 
HAVE COME TO ff 
COLLECT IT. 4 


VAASUDEVA WENT TO THE GARDEN AND PICKED UP A FEW DRY TAMARIND SEEDS, 


[ee er aereneeatal q 


HE CAME BACK AND PLACED THEM GOLD COINS, 
IN THE OUTSTRETCHED PALMS OF THE = [ 
ae THERE’S FAR 


CREDITOR. F 
MORE HERE THAN 
| LENT YOUR 
FATHER. 


(LEE KEEP IT, 
[i/ SIR, FOR YOUR 
KINDNESS AND 
YOUR PATIENCE, 


MADHVACHARYA 


SOON /T WAG TIME FOR VAASUDEVA TO GEG/N HIS FORMAL EDUCATION, HE WAS 
INVESTED WITH THE SACRED THREAD AND SENT 70 THE GURUKULA™* OF TOTANTILLAYA 


VAASUDEVA WAS GOOD AT H/S VED/C STUDIES. BUT TOTANT/LLAYA WAS NOT QUITE 


HAPPY WITH HiM. 


HE SPENDS MOST OF 
HIS TIME PLAYING GAMES, 
WRESTLING AND SWIMMING] 
AT THIS RATE HE WILL 
SOON LOSE INTEREST 
IN HIS STUDIES. 


YOU SPEND FAR TOO MUCH PARDON ME, SIR. 
TIME ON PLAY. | ’M AFRAID | AM UP-TO-DATE WITH MY 
YOU ARE NEGLECTING WORK. BESIDES, ! DON? T 
YOUR STUDIES. SEE THE USE OF REPEAT- 
ING WHAT |?VE HEARD 
ONCE AND MEMORISED. 


/f ey 


BODE CHER WHERE THE STUDENTS STAYED AND STUDIED 


amar chitra katha 


TOTANTILLAYA WAS ENRAGED BY VAASUDEVA REPEATED NOT ONLY THOSE 
WHAT HE THOUGHT WAS THE BOY’S i ALSO HAN, Y SUCCEEDING SHL OKAS._ 


VN ECE THEN REPEAT, 
; THE SHLOKAS* 
| TAUGHT YOU 

THIS 
MORNING. 


SO AMAZED AND IMPRESSED WAS) 
TOTANTILLAYA THAT HE NEVER 
AGAIN QUESTIONED VAASUDEVA. 


THE YEARS ROLLED BY. AS THE END OF THEIR STAY AT THE CORSE DREW NEAR » 
THE BOYS: TALKED ABOUT THEIR FUTURE PLANS. | 


| WHAT 
" BECOME A |’ DECIDED To ABOUT YOU, 
TEACHER! A\ OFFICIATE AT VAASUDEVAP 


WE CAN RUN WHY DON’T WE 
SCHOOLS AND PERFORM! | FIGHT FOR OUR 
SACRIFICES ONLY IF OUR DHARMA? 
RELIGION SURVIVES THE 
ONSLAUGHTS OF HOSTILE 

ALIENS. 


SANSKRIT VERSES ‘FRE SACRIFICES 


MADHVACHARYA 
WHY SHOULD WE 


FIGHT, VAASUDEVA; AT LEAST 
WHEN THE WORLD THAT IS WHAT 
IS ILLUSORY? THE SCRIP- 


TURES SAY, 


| KNOW WHAT 1?LL DO! 
| WILL STUDY THE 
SCRIPTURES AND 
FIND OUT THEIR 


>> TRUE MEANING. 
‘os ‘ / uN . 
= be ei 


WHAT THE 
SCRIPTURES REALLY 
SAY 2 NO, IT 

COULDN?T BE, 


ON HIS: WAY HOME, AFTER THE COMPLETION OF AIS: SUES, VAASUDEVA MADE A 
MEE DECIS/ON, 3 


| SHALL BECOME 
AN ASCETIC AND TRY 
TO LEARN AND EXPLAIN < 
THE TRUE MEANING OF 
THE SCRIPTURES, 


amar chitra katha 
IN THE DAYS THAT FOLLOWED, HE WOULD 
SAPPEAR FROM HOME FOR HOURS| 

—{ 


WITH 
ACHYUTA PRAJNA 
THE ASCETIC. #8 


VAASUDEVA HAS 5 MY SON, SOME DAY YOU 
ALWAYS BEEN AN WILL MARRY AND LEAD 
UNUSUAL CHILD.WHAT THE LIFE OF A HOUSEHOLDER. 
IF HE LEAVES US AND WHAT HAVE YOU TO DO 
DECIDES TO BECOME g WITH ASCETICS? 


y | HAVE DECIDED ~ : 
NOT TO MARRY. ; 
WOULD LIKE TO . | 


RENOUNCE THE es a VAASUDEVA! 


NO! NO} 


WORLD. PLEASE 
GIVE ME YOUR 
BLESSINGS, 


MADHVACHARYA: —— 
VAASUDEVA, YOU ARE Wh . GIVE UP SUCH IDEAS, 
OUR ONLY SON. HOW i) VAASUDEVA. OUR 
CAN YOU LEAVE US LINEAGE WILL BECOM 
AND BECOME A y EXTINCT IF YOU 
SANYASI een \ id 


“ 


IN DUE COURSE WHEN ANOTHER SON 
WAS BORN TO HIS PARENTG — [= 


YOU MUST NOT STOP 

ME ANY LONGER. 

PLEASE OFFER ME 

TO THE SERVICE 
F Si 


| HAVE MADE UP 
MY MIND. | MUST 
6O. | AM WILLING, 
HOWEVER, TO WAIT 
TILL ANOTHER 


VAASUDEVA WAS AT LAST ORDAINED A SANYAS/ BY ACHYUVTA PRAINA. 


Wl you witt Now Be i 
KNOWN AS PURNAfilll 


amar chitra katha 
AND PURNAPRAINA SAT BEFORE Hig GURU.\N (Wy i 
IN 
| 


MI THE SUPREME _ Ill i 
BRAHMAN IS THE 
ONLY REALITY. || (I 

4 ||) iy Bay | 
tam 


oe ue Be Z ae CSS 
TOACHYUTA PRAINA'S AMAZEMENT, THE YOUNG DISCIPLE KAIGED MANY 
SERIOUS AND VALID QUERIES, WHICH HE COULD NOT ANSWER. 


SOON AFTER THAT, 7WO RENOWNED SCHOLARS CAME TO UDUP|. | 
‘ 3 p YOU ARE 


WE HAVE COME TO \ <= 
HAVE A DISPUTATION) WELCOME. | HAVE 
WITH THE SCHOLARS/ ‘ FOR YOU. 


DURING THE DIGPUTATION, PURNAPRAINA’S SHAKP /NTELLECT ASTOUNDED THE 
VISITING SCHOLARS. 


| WILL ANSWER 
YOU TOMORROW,/ 


MADHVACHARYA 
WE HAVE NO ANSWER. 


THAT MIGHT — eet 
E WE CAN?T FACE 
A ae PURNAPRAJNA 


TOMORROW. 


\ THE VISITORS ARE NOT DARING TO MEET 
NOT TO BE PURNAPRAJNA , 
THEY HAVE PROBABLY 
RUN AWAY. 


THOUGH | STILL 
FIND IT DIFFICULT TO 
ACCEPT HIS VIEWS, 


ACHYUTA PRAINA’§ FACE BEAMED 
WITH SATISFACTION AND PRIDE, LATER— 


| APPOINT YOU 
MY SUCCESSOR. 

YOU WILL NOW ) 
BE KNOWN AS 

ANANDATIRTHA. 


amar chitra katha 


E 


SCRIPTURES TO LARGE AUDIENCES. 


HIS INTERPRETATIONS AND CON 
ARE ALWAYS TO THE 


NOT BUT 
IN THE UN 


ANANDATIRTHA NOW BEGAN TO EXPOUND THE 


TOO, AFTER HEARING 
HIM SPEAK , | CAN~ 


GLORY OF THE 
SUPREME BEING, 


/T WAS AROUND THIS PERIOD THAT 
MADHVACHARYA, AS. ANANDATIRTHA 
CAME TOBE KNOWN, BEGAN WRITING 
HIS. FAMOUS COMMENTARY ON THE 
BHAGAWAD G/TA*AND - 


et 
VINCING 


BELIEVE 
SPEAKABLE| 


j [ULTIMATELY BECAME HIS FOLLOWERS 


Fr = 
+ +e WENT ON A PILGRIMAGE TO SOUTH INDIA, HOLDING O/GCUSSIONG WITH THE 

SCHOLARS AT VARIOUS CENTRES OF LEARNING LIKE SRIRANGAM AND KANYAKUMAR?; 

THOUGH MANY OF THEM WERE INITIALLY SCEPTICAL ABOUT HIS THEORIES, THEY 

AND ADMIRERS, 


TO HEAR HIM SPEAK 


HIS LOGIC IS E Se 


IS AN INTELLECTUAL 


COMMENTARY ON THE G/TA— 


| SHALL GO TO 

BADRI, DEDICATE 
THIS WORK TO LORD 
BADRI NARAYAN, AND 
THEN SEEK THE 
BLESSINGS OF y 


AS SOON AS HE COMPLETED HIG | — 


AFTER A LONG JOURNEY, MADHVA 
REACHED BADE) WITH AIG DISCIPLES, 


© LORD, ACCEPT 1 


MY HUMBLE 
»~ OFFERING. 


%* GITA BHASHYA 


HE THEN TOOK A VOW OF SILENCE, AND) | F 


FASTED AND PRAYED FOR A CALL FROM a 
|LORD VEDAVYASA. pam COME 
: = TO ME AT MY. 
ASHRAM IN 
UTTARA 


BADRI 


“) aM GOING AWAY TO MEET 
SR) VEDAVYASA, WHETHER 
| RETURN OR NOT |S LEFT 
TO HIM. MAY. THE LORD 

BLESS AND KEEP YOU. FARE- 

WELL,DEAR DISCIPLES? 


SATYATIRTHA, A DISCIPLE WHO COULD 
NOT BEAR 70 BE SEPARATED FROM 
THE ACHARYA, BROKE DOWN, 


O MASTER, 
WHY DIDN?T YOU 
TAKE ME WITH 

\ YOUP y 


\\ 
™ 
oI 


V?LL FOLLOW THE. 
> MASTER AND CATCH 


SATYATIRTHA KAN &LINDLY, AT LAST — 


THERE 
HE Is! 
IE 


MADHVACHARYA MOVED FROM KOCK 70 


4 


<i 


ROGKk WITH EASE AND GRACE, (ese | 


SATYATIRTHA FOLLOWED HIM WITH 
GREAT DIFFICULTY. TOWARDS ii 
EVENING, HE WAS EXHAUSTED, 


NO, | CAN’T GO 
A STEP FARTHER. 
NOR CAN | RETURN. 
| AM LOST. 


MADHVACHARYA 


AT THAT MOMENT, THE ACHARYA HAPPENED 70 LOOK BACK. HE AW. IE: 
SATYATIRTHA STRUGGLING FAR AWAY, 70 FOLLOW uy 


ACHARYA--:A:> 


THE ACHARYA WAVED HIS POWERFUL 


GO BACK 7O THE ASHKAM. 


HAND, SIGNALLING SATYATIRTHA TO 


SATYATIRTHA FELT HIMGELF BEING LIFTED 
BY A POWERFUL GUST GF WIND + ++ 


LOOK! IT’S 
SATYATIRTHA! 


MADHVACHARYA MEANWHILE HAD 
REACHED VEDAVYASA Go! ASHRAM. 


amar chitra katha 


\ AWAITS YOU—NEEDS/*7 AS YOU 
YOU. YOU MUST COMMAND, 
> MY LORD. 


i 


(| eb 


WADHVA RETURNED *70 BADR/ AND HIS DISCIPLES ON THE BANK OF THE HOLY 


ALAKNAND4. THERE HE WROTE H/S COMMENTARY ON THE BRAHMA SUTRAS F 
| OF WAICH SATYATIRTHA LOVINGLY MADE COPIES. INA NYE TIA 
a Nig = DA PNA iN 
i 


MADHVACHARYA THEN GET OUT ON HKS RETURN JOURNEY 70 UDUP!. ON THE 
WAY HE HELD PHILOSOPHICAL DEBATES WITH LEARNED SCHOLARS, 


SS THE WORLD IS NOT IT 15 NOT ILLUSORY, 
REAL. IT 1S SWAMI SHASTRI. GOD BEING 
tp |LLUSORY- REAL, HIS CREATION MUST 
) << | NECESSARILY BE REAL,“ 


oye AEG 
S| AFTER A PROLONGED DEBATE,MADHVA WON 
OVER SWAM/ SHASTR/ AS HIS DISCIPLE AND 
GAVE AIM A NEW NAME —NARAPARI TIRTHA. 


HE RECEIVED FROM VEDAVYASA EIGHT HANDEULS OF ‘P APHOR?: IMPOSED BY VEDAVYAS, 18 
THE SACRED SOIL OF UTTARA BADR/ a ea mac a 


5 __ MADHVACHARYA 
AT DRATISHTHANA , HE MET SHOBANA =e A RENOWNED SCHOLAR, 
TO ACHIEVE SALVATION, [ NO.WHAT IS TO BE 
ONE MUST RENOUNCE ACTION. /) Veen UP IS THE DESIRE 
IT IS ACTION THAT BRINGS ; FOR THE FRUITS OF 
ABOUT THE CYCLE OF ACTION.NOT ACTION, 


’ BIRTHS AND aaa? ITSELF, 


THE DEBATE LASTED FOR SEVERAL DAYS./N THE. END, SHOBANA 
BHAT * ACCEPTED MADHVA AS HIS SPIRITUAL GUIDE. 


MADHVA, AFTER STUDYING 
YOUR WORKS AND LISTENING 
TO YOU, | AM CONVINCED THAT, 


AT UDUP!, MADHVA USED TO GO TO THE SEA- 
SHORE EVERY MORNING , TO MED/TATE. ONE 
DAY A CARGO BOAT ROM DWARAKA WAS BEING RS 


THE . SHIP SEEMS 
TO BE IN TROUBLE! 


amar chitra katha 


WATER |S 
ENTERING THE 


SS —— 


MADHVACHARPYA WAVED H/S SAFFRON ROBE, 


SINKING SH/P WAS DRAWN ASHORE. | 


: THERE'S A 
SAINT ON 


MADHVACHARYA 


THE CAPTAIN OF THE SHIP CALLED ON MADHVATAARYA 


Z WE ARE ~\ 
SAA ASCETICS. OF 


ZZ 


REVERED SIR, WE ARE 
FROM DWARAKA . 
SAVED OUR LIVES, ACCEP 
THESE GIFTS AND 
_ BLESS US. 


WHAT USE ARE 
7 A THESE GIFTS 
TO US? 


YOU. 


ACCEPT SOME 
GOPICHANDAN * 
S WHICH IS DEAR 


BALLAST. | 


THE CAPTAIN WENT AND BROUGHT A 
HUGE BLOCK OF GOPICHANDAN, WHICH 
HAD BEEN LOADED IN THE VEGSEL AS 


YOU MAY 
PROCEED WITH 
YOUR JOURNEY, 

GOD BE WITH £ 


FROM THE SHORE TO THE ANANTE- 
SHVAKA TEMPLE, MADHVACHAR YA 
CARRIED THE GOPICHANDAN 
SINGING THE GLORY OF GOD ALL 
THE WHILE? 


a oo 
RATT Vid 


SK CLOD OF EARTH, YELLOWISH IN COLOUR, FROM DWWARAKA Ri DYADASHA STOTRA 


amar chitra katha 
THE NEXT MOMENT, A BEAUTIFUL IDOL OF KRISHNA ROSE TO THE SURFACE, Pm 


s2+AND LOVINGLY CARRIED IT INTO HIS: 
= = 5 + ; 


LATER, MADHVACHARYA HAD A SHRINE BU/LT FOR THE LORD IN A PORTION OF 
HIS MUTT WHERE THE IDOL WAS CONSECRATED WITH DUE CEREMONY. 


MADHVACHARYA 


MADAVACHARYA, WHO DID NOT UPHOLD 
WOLENCE, WAS UNHAPPY ABOUT THE 
PRACTICE OF KILLING ANIMALS AT THE 
TIME OF RITUAL SACRIFICES. 
pee THERE |S NO NEED 
—{ TOKILL LIVE ANIMALS. 
IMAGES MADE OF FLOUR 

4 COULD BE USED“ 
INSTEAD. _( 


9 
o, 


NO ONE IS PREPARED 
TO USE IMAGES.THEY 
CONTINUE TO KILL 
. ANIMALS. 


WHEN MADHVACHARYA’S BROTHER DID S0, ORTHODOX LS EE INVADED THE 
CRIFICIAL SITE, 
=e oo q STOP IT AT ONCE! 4 
THIS PRACTICE IS 


AGAINST THE 
SCRIPTURES. 


YOU ARE MISTAKEN. 1 AM ONLY © 
REVIVING AN OLD CUSTOM WHICH.HAS } 
THE SANCTION OF THE SCRIPTURES, ff 
MOREOVER, NO PRACTICE r) 
WHICH UPHOLDS THE 
SANCTITY OF LIFE COULD 
BE AGAINST THE 
SCRIPTURES. (i) 


Y PROCEED 
WITH THE 
_ SACRIFICE. 


amar chitra katha 


1 


THE ORTHODOX BRAHMANS HAD TO WITHDRAW. LATER, MORE AND MORE BRAHMA 
FOLLOWED THE EXAMPLE SET BY MADHVACHARYA 'S BROTHER. t 


r 


THOUGH KNOWN MAINLY FOR HIS POWERFUL./NTELLECT, THE ACHARYA WAG ALGO 
FAMED FOR A/S IMMENSE PHYSICAL STRENGTH, ONCE, TWO WRESTLERS CAME 7O HIM. 


WE COME 


| AM WILLING 
TO TAKE UP THE 


| MUST FIRST SEE 
IF YOU ARE 
STRONG ENOUGH 
FOR 


WHAT FURTHER 
PROOF DO 
YOU NEED? 4 


| DOUBTED 
OUR 
STRENGTH 
BEFORE, 
LOOK,! WILU 
LIFT THAT 
PILLAR. 


i YOU'MAY 
I, #/ HAVE.STRENGTH 
fx TO LIET A LIFE- 
LESS PILLAR. 
BUT THE TEST 
| PROPOSE |S 
OF A DIFFERENT 
bm NATURE. 


MADHVACHARYA 


| WILL RECITE THE 
NAME OF THE LORD. 
| SHALL ACCEPT DE- 
FEAT, IF YOU CAN 

STRANGLE ME INTO 
SILENCE 


THAT WILL 


THE WRESTLER PRESSED THE THROAT 
OF naar: HARD. eis =- 


BUT THE SECOND WRESTLER 
700 TRIED IN VAIN, 


VISHNAVE 
NAMAH! 


| THINK BOTH 
OF US SHOULD 


EL 


THEY USED ALL THEIR MIGHT, BUT THE MN CONTINUED TO BE HEARD, LOUD AND CLEAR. 


amar chitra katha 


MASTER ,WE BEG YOUR 
PARDON FOR OUR 
INSOLENCE. WHAT’S THE 
SECRET OF YOUR 
STRENGTH P 


THAT IS NOT NECES- 
SARY. WHAT IS NEEDED 
8 A NEW AWARENESS OF 
THE PRESENCE.OF THE 
OMNIPOTENT VISHNU. ALL 
OFFERINGS ULTIMATELY 
REACH HIM ALONE. 


YOUR VISHNU MUST WE WILL STOP! 
BE POWERFUL.WE WILL / WORSHIPPING 
WORSHIP ONLY HIM, ALL OTHER 
GODS! 


A 


TO SPREAD HIS MESSAGE OF SELFLESS ACTION AND LOVING DEVOTION TO GOD; 
MADHVA UNDERTOOK A TOUR OF NORTH INDIA AGAIN. ON THE WAY— 


2) eo ey /SURRENDER 


ALL THAT YOU 


4 
sae 
cosy 


MADHVACHARYA : 
++» AND THREW /T IN THEIR MIDST. | 2 


Mee ROE Up ae es 


LEAVING THEM 70 FIGHT /T OUT, THE ACHARYA 


AND HS DISCIPLES MOVED ON. 


eet 


amar chitra. katha _ 
; THEY REACHED THE SOUTHERN BANK OF THE GANGA — 
MASTER, SOMETHING SEEMS 


TO BE WRONG HERE. WHY IS 
THE PLACE DESERTED? WHY 


LET’S QUESTION % 
THE BOATMAN. 


70 HM — Vo YOU'D BETTER GO BACK; 
= ®|  siRS. WE DARE NOT. TAKE 
ANYONE ACROSS ! THE 
SULTAN’S ORDERS! HE?S 
CAMPING ON THE OTHER 
SIDE WITH HIS 
ARMY. 


JHE DISCIPLES WERE GORELY DISAPPOINTED. MADHVACHARYA READ THEIR 


THOUGHTS.» 


WHAT! HAVE WE 
COME. ALL THIS WAY 
FOR NOTHING? 


THIS MEANS WE 
WILL HAVE TO GO 
BACK WITHOUT 
© _ FULFILLING OUR 
MISSION. 


MADHVACHARYA 


| WILL TAKE YOU ACROSS 
THE RIVER.FORM 
A SINGLE FILE AND 
HOLD ON TO THE WAIST 
CLOTH OF THE ONE 
JN FRONT OF YOU. 


THE DISCIPLES DID AS THEY WERE TOLD. 


THE NEXT MOMEN7, THE SULTAN?S MEN ON THE OTHER BANK WERE SHOCKED | 


7O SEE A ROW OF HINDU MONKS, 


HEY! LOOK! 
INFIDELS! 


Di 


GO BACK, BEFORE 
WE MAKE MINCE- 
MEAT OF YOU. 


THE ACHARYA STOOD CALM, SERENE 
AND UNPERTURBED, 


WE HAVE COME TO 
SEE YOUR RULER. 
BE QUIET, BEHAVE 
YOURSELVES AND 


amar chitra katha 


SULTAN HIMSELF CAME OU7, 


HEARING THE NOIGE OUTSIDE, THE 


WHAT DIGNITY! HE 


GLOWS WITH SPIRITUAL 
INSIGHT. WHAT COULD 
HE WANT HERE? 


WHO ARE YOU? WHAT 
IS IT THAT EMBOLDENS 
YOU TO CROSS THE RIVER 
WHEN HOSTILITIES 


TO THE AMAZEMENT AND DEL/GHT OF 
THE SULTAN, THE ACHARYA REPLIED IN 


CHASTE TURKISH: 
| AM HERE ON MY LIFE’S 
MISSION WHICH IS TO 
SPREAD TRUE FAITH IN’ 
THE ONE SUPREME 
BEING WHO |S THE 
RULER OF THE COSMOS; 
WHOM ALL MEN 
SHOULD WORSHIP BY /// 


AND LOVING 


DEVOTION. __74 


| BEG YOUR PARDON 


FOR THE INCONVENIENCE 
CAUSED TO YOU. YOU MAY PRO4 
CEED WITH YOUR JOURNEY 
“4 _THROUGH MY TERRITORY. 
i NO ONE WILL HARM 


MADHVACHARYA : 
AFTER WINNING MANY FOLLOWERS IN PLACES LIKE KASH/, GAYA AND PURI, 

MADHVA RETURNED TO THE SOUTH. AT KUDIL HE WAS RECEIVED BY A LARGE 
GATHERING OF SCHOLARS. Sara ; i 


WHEN MADHVA BEGAN HIS EXPOS/TION—\ 


EXCUSE ME, SIR. 
| THINK YOU ARE 


THE GATHERING OF SCHOLARS BECAME EXCITED. 


\F AT ALL ANY ONE 

CAN DEFEAT MADHVA 

IN DISPUTATION IT 

IS FRIVIKRAMA 
PANDITA. 


WRIVIKRAMA PANDITA WAS A DOYEN AMONG THE PHILOSOPHERS OF THE TIME. 
% NEAR KASARGOD /N KERALA 3 


amar chitra katha 


THE SCHOLARS HEARD THE DISPUTATION “HOW COULD THE ALL 
POWERFUL, ALL KNOWING, 


WITH RAPT ATTENTION. 
: BLISSFUL, SUPREME SELF 


Bere ocr E S INDIVIDUAL 
PATHWAY TO SALVATION. 2 ' 

WHEN ONE REALISES Nee ; ide bo Neca fe 
THAT THE INDIVIDUAL oe | 
SELF AND THE SUPREME E 

SELF ARE ONE AND THE 
SAME , THAT VERY f 
MOMENT SALVATION 
IS ACHIEVED. 


aw, 
es) 
Ea 


THE GREATEST DEBATE OF THE TIME 
CONTINUED FOR FIFTEEN DAYS. 


GOD 1S THE INDEPENDENT 
REALITY. INDIVIDUALS ARE 
REAL TOO BUT ARE DEPEND- 
ENT ON GOD, INDIVIDUALS 

CAN ATTAIN SALVATION 
ye. ONLY THROUGH 
LOVING DEVOTION 
I \.. TO GOD AND BY HIS 

; GRACE. 


MASTER , 
YOU'VE OPENED 
\Y EYES. ACCEPT ME AS 
YOUR DISCIPLE. 


| EVEN TO THIS DAY THERE ARE 
MILLIONS ‘OF FOLLOWERS OF 
ma| MADHVA ALL OVER THE COUNTRY, 


Illustrated Classics From India 


Madhvacharya 


Madhvacharya taught men to look upon the world of matter and souls as real instead of as illusory and unreal 
in a philosophical sense. He therefore put forward a fresh ontological classification of reality into two orders, 
Svatantra and Paratantra — independent and dependent. God alone is the one independent reality. Hence the 
name Dvaita (dualism) given to his system. 


Madhva freed the concept of Bhakti from the clutches of blind faith and placed it in its right perspective 
as informed faith in, and love of God, both based on a right understanding of his glory. He also rescued it 
from the pitfalls of sentimentalism, eroticism and other maladies. 


Madhva lived a robust life of 79 years. He was a prolific writer in Sanskrit prose and verse. He wrote 
thirty-nine works which are collectively known as Sarvamula. These include commentaries on Rig Veda, 
Upanishads, Gita, Brahmasutras, Mahabharata, Bhagawat and critical works on logic and metaphysics, rituals 
and sadachara (right conduct ). He also wrote a number of devotional hymns, 


The Chaitanya Sampradaya of Bengal is deeply indebted to Madhva’s philosophy in many respects. It 
includes in its guruparampara Madhva and his successors, Jayatirtha and Vyasatirtha. The followers of 
Madhva are found in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Goa and Uttar Pradesh. 


Madhva’s system has made a massive contribution to Indian Philosophy through the writings of great 
commentators such as Jayatirtha, Vyasatirtha, Raghuthama, Vadiraja and Raghavendra, to mention only a 
few. The Haridasas of Karnataka, owing allegiance to Madhva philosophy, such as Purandara Dasa, Kanaka 
Dasa and Jagannatha Dasa have made equally significant contributions to Kannada religious literature. 
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